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SUBJECT: LOCAL ELECTIONS IN GREATER LONDON 

1. LOCAL ELECTIONS WILL BE HELD EOR LONDON'S 32 BOROUGH 
COUNCILS ON MAY 2. CAMPAIGNS OF THREE PARTIES (LABOR, 
CONSERVATIVE, LIBERAL) HAVE BEEN DUTIFULLY REPORTED IN 
PRESS BUT HAVE NOT GENERATED MUCH PUBLIC OR POLITICAL 
EXCITEMENT. ALL THREE HAVE BEEN PROFESSING CONFIDENCE 
THAT RESULTS WILL BE EAVORABLE FOR THEM THOUGH CONSERVA- 
TIVE PARTY HEADQUARTERS ARE PRIVATELY RATHER PESSIMISTIC 
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CLOSELY BY PARTIES AND MEDIA TO SEE WHAT PORTENTS THEY 
MAY HOLD EOR ANY POSSIBLE EARLY GENERAL ELECTION. 
INTERPRETATION OF RESULTS IN TERMS OF THEIR NATIONAL 
POLITICAL IMPLICATIONS WILL BE TRICKY AND POSSIBLY 
MISLEADING. 

2. LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTIONS HAVE USUALLY SHOWN A 
SUBSTANTIAL SWING AWAY FROM PARTY GOVERNING COUNTRY. IT 
IS DOUBTFUL THAT ENOUGH TIME HAS PASSED SINCE FEBRUARY 
GENERAL ELECTION FOR MUCH REAL CHANGE IN PUBLIC 
ATTITUDES TO HAVE TAKEN PEACE. FOCAL ISSUES OF DIF- 
FERING INTENSITIES IN BOROUGHS MAY FURTHER CONFUSE 
RESUETS THOUGH VOTES WILL TEND TO REFLECT NATIONAL PARTY 
FAVORITES. A SUBSTANTIAL GAIN IN NUMBER OF COUNCIL 
SEATS HELD BY ANY PARTY (A VIRTUAL CERTAINTY FOR 
LIBERALS) AND PARTICULARLY AN INCREASE IN NUMBER OF 
COUNCILS EACH PARTY CONTROLS (LABOR PRESENTLY CONTROLS 
21 OF 32) WILL HAVE A TEMPORARY BOOSTING OR DEPRESSING 
EFFECT ON PARTY MORALE. ANY VERY MAJOR INDICATION OF 
VOTER SENTIMENT WILL AFFECT CAECULUS OF PARTY DECISIONS 
ABOUT DESIRABILITY OR LIKELIHOOD OF AN EARLY GENERAL 
ELECTION. 

ANNENBERG 
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